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Dear Makutsi Friends,

Are you missing the African bushveld yet? There's nothing quite like 
that lion roar as you climb into your bed after an exciting night drive

and a delicious "braai" dinner. Or can you remember the peaceful
bird chirping as you meander through the camp watching the Nyalas

and Impalas graze as the Vervet monkeys play in the palm leaves.
Or the fresh mineral water lapping at your skin in the pool as
butterflies and dragonflies flap in the sunlight. There's nothing quite

like it and we hope that we can share a few stories and photos with
you to remind you of your second home waiting for you here in the

Lowveld. 

In addition to the day-to-day life on Makutsi, we also want this
newsletter to    highlight a few special moments over the last few

months, delve a little deeper into what a Hatari game drive consists
of and also touch on sustainability efforts we're undertaking to
preserve our beautiful environment as best we can. 

Let's take a look, shall we?



Makutsi 



Month-by-Month

JULY
As we all know: the only predictable thing is the unpredictable! And in the

bush this also includes inevitable animal injuries... Whether it's from other

animals of a different species, members from the same herd or pride or

even just from a wrong step on some uneven ground, our guides and team

continuously monitor and check the animals for injuries. These are then

monitored to see if human intervention is possible or necessary or if the

injury will heal by itself. Focus on any intervention is on rare or endangered

species.

A prime example of this was recently noted in our Sable herd in the northern

property. The one female Sable cow had a limp in her front left leg. After

monitoring her for a while and reporting that there was not enough of an

improvement to ignore the situation, a Vet was called in for assistance and a

thorough examination. The good news is that although it was quite a deep

wound (probably caused by her running through the bush and stepping onto

a thorn or branch that then pierced around her hoof) with treatment and

disinfectant we could expect a full recovery! And the even better news is

that the Vet could confirm she is expecting a calf soon! 



AUGUST
Here we saw Zola exploring her new territory! After spending a few weeks in

the Cheetah Boma to acclimate to her new surroundings, our new female

Cheetah, Zola, was released into Makutsi North. We are hoping that she will

soon make contact with Mavara (our male Cheetah) but in the meantime,

we wish her many successful hunts. 

If you want to learn more about Cheetah in general, be sure to join one of

our Cheetah Research Drives during your next visit to Makutsi. This gives

you a great opportunity to track Zola and Mavara with one of our guides and

check-in to see how they're doing!

You can also continue reading: a bit further on we talk about some Cheetah

fun facts...



SEPTEMBER
Our "Cleaning Dream Team" goes Green! In our previous newsletter we

mentioned our new sustainable eco-friendly septic tank system... We are

pleased to announce that we have also converted to using new

environmentally friendly and non-toxic cleaning products. Our

Housekeeping Team is proudly cleaning, knowing that neither the

detergents nor any other hygiene products used have harmful additives,

without any compromise in the hygiene standards. 

Hatari Safari

Hands up if you've experienced the Hatari Game Drive while on Makutsi?! 

For those of you with your hands still on the keyboard or on your phone

screen - this is a great excuse for you to start planning your next visit! 

The Hatari Game Drive is a 12-hour long excursion spent out in the bush.

The morning segment will consist of a 4-hour drive with a coffee stop en



route. We then go to the Hatari Bushcamp for brunch. And don't worry there

is a toilet here too! Hang out at camp a bit with us in nature... literally: we'll

set up some hammocks. Or take advantage of the viewing platform to get a

better view of the reserve and the stunning mountain range. After a

little siesta under the trees and a light lunch we embark on another 4-hour

drive until we head back to the Makutsi Main Camp. 

Due to the amount of time you have with your guide throughout this safari, a

whole new world of wildlife awaits you: on this safari we want to take some

time to focus on the big AND small - animal tracks, insects and perhaps

some medicinal uses of plants.... the bush-world is your oyster!

SPOT the Difference! 

Two animals that are commonly mistaken for one another on game drives

are the Cheetah and the Leopard. While they share some similarities, such

as their habitats, some species of prey, their coats and spots being of

similar colours and of course they are both absolutely stunning sightings on

drive.... let's take a closer look at the differences between the two and share

some fun facts!



The Cheetah
These animals are built for speed! With their slender, lighter, and more

agile body they can reach speeds of 80-120 km/hour. 

Cheetah markings consist of solid oval or circular blocks on the fur

Another distinguishable marking of the Cheetah are the "tear-lines"

that run from their inner eye down to their mouth

Cheetah claws are only semi-retractable: this gives them an edge

while running to better grip the ground with the traction. This also

means their paw-prints will look different to those of a Leopard. 

The Leopard
Leopards are stronger, bulkier and generally heavier than Cheetahs.

Their design makes them more likely to climb trees and gives them the

strength to drag their prey up trees as well. In fact, their great strength

and prowess means they can carry up to three times their body weight

up a tree to make it less likely for other predators or scavengers to

steal it. 

The markings on a Leopards' fur group together to form rosettes and

typically the body markings show the tan colour through in the middle

of each "spot". 

Leopard claws are fully retractable. 



Some more Safari Snaps...



Dreaming about your
next visit? 

If you are considering a visit to Makutsi, please contact us to

find out about availability & prices.

General Enquiries:

info@makutsi.com

Bookings - Germany:

ungerer@makutsi.com

or

schmitt-rechlin@makutsi.com

Bookings - Switzerland & rest of Europe:

luzern@makutsi.ch

...or to find local representation in your country you can also:

Visit our website

mailto:info@makutsi.com
mailto:ungerer@makutsi.com
mailto:schmitt-rechlin@makutsi.com
mailto:luzern@makutsi.ch
https://www.makutsi.com/


We hope to see you soon!

- Your Makutsi Team

Photos by: Gidi Carelsen, Hannelore Maier, Anke Puttkammer, Karl Weber,
Heike Weber, Drikus Piek 
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